
 

 

Autumn Newsletter, September 2017 

Welcome Back Rockers,  

We hope you have all had a lovely Summer Holiday- we know we sure did! After some minor work around 

the studios before our studio close for two weeks, the whole TMB team are back and READY TO ROCK!  

We have some new and exciting things that we wanted to share with you all, students, parents, schools and 

teachers!  

N.B - BLOCK DATES TO CHRISTMAS 

28th August – 21st October 17 

23rd October – 20th December 17 

TMB facts and news in brief 
 

 TMB Stratford welcomes a new Vocal Teacher, Bradley Thornborough- Barlow!  

 TMB Stratford welcomes new Drum Teacher, Ben Brannelly!  

 TMB will greatly miss both Jess Friend (Singing teacher) and Alex Morse (Drum Teacher) as they move 

on from TMB!  

 The Closing Date for registering for Rock School Grade Exams is on the 1st of October- don’t forget 

to register for an exam if you and your teacher think it is time.  

 TMB teachers are returning to all schools by the week commencing with September 11th.  

 We are still looking for members to join bands at both studios!  

 And along with all that TMB remains a fun place to have lessons, enjoyment being of our highest 

priority……!  
 



RECENT NEWS - TMB Staff Meeting 

 

Before we all broke up for the Summer Holiday, most of Staff at TMB gathered to have a general 
meeting. In this meeting, we discussed all topics that students and parents brought up in our 
yearly surveys. We talked about things that are important parts of the day to day life of being a 
teacher with TMB, as we have taken on a few new teachers this year.  
We wanted to make sure that each teacher is equipped with all of the tools necessary to cover any 
issues that a student or parent may bring up.   
 
This was an opportunity for the teachers at both studios to get together and discuss things that 
affect their individual studios in good and bad ways. During this meeting, we took down ideas and 
have already set some of them into motion, hoping to help TMB run even more smoothly.  
 

What New At The Studio? 
 

As some of you may have already seen, we decided to give each studio a little Summer Switch 
up. We wanted to rearrange a little and give each room a little spruce up so that we can all 
come back and feel inspired to make music!  
 
The team here at TMB have decided to try something NEW and we are hoping that as many 
people get involved as possible!  
 

We have decided to run a new REWARDS PROGRAM for students who are working 

towards rocking excellence!  
 

More details below….. 



TMB REWARDS PROGRAM 

1. When students work hard towards Grade Exams or difficult 
techniques in their lessons, we want to thank them for their 
extra efforts. Also if we see students wearing TMB gear (shirts, 
beanies, hoodies, bags, etc) we want to thank them for that as 
well!  
 

2. When a student has done any of these things, their teacher will 
give them a plastic chip, on which they write their names, and 
then it can be deposited into the special drum in either studio. 
 

3. At the end of each block, we will be drawing names out of our  
drum to receive a special prize.  
 

4. Names are drawn at random and prizes range anywhere from 
sweet treats and snacks to sets of strings /drum sticks, new 
TMB merch AND even a FREE lesson!   
 

5. Students are not limited on the number of times they may 
enter tokens each block, as we want to encourage participation 
in as much fun TMB stuff as possible!  
 

 

 

 
 
When students work hard 
towards Grade Exams 
or difficult 

techniques 
in their lessons, we 
want to thank them for their 
extra efforts.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TMB Merch: 
  

 
TMB would like to encourage ALL students to wear TMB shirts and other merch with the TMB logo 
on it. In the past, many students used to arrive to lessons in their ‘drummer shirt’ or ‘keys shirt,’ 
but it seems that this trend has been forgotten. We want to bring it back to life and we have found 
new, updated styles to fit in more with today’s trends. There are two main options – The pop art 
style ‘drummer’ ‘guitar’ keys’ etc style or the ‘Wings logo’ style. You can have either…. And with 
Christmas coming what would be a better pressie?  
 

         
 
We decided to have a little sit down and go through the large Merch books which are located in 
both studios. These books have seemed daunting to many of our students and parents, so we have 
gone through and found some general merch items which we feel people might like.  
We have found stylish tees and tanks, hoodies and beanies, we even have bags!!! If you check out 
the book itself, we have a few sheets with price quotes and colour options!  
 
We have added a basic table here showing each instrument design which is able to be printed on 
to any t-shirt style, even previously owned. They can be printed across the whole chest, which you 
will see some teachers and students currently wearing, or we can have it printed as a smaller 
pocket-sized logo.  
 
Please get in touch with Paula for any merchandise ordering and prices.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Band sessions at TMB  
 

TMB is a School of Rock and we want to help each student put their skills to use in a band setting, 
if you want to do so. We are currently looking for new band members at each of our studios. 
Currently Stratford is the only studio with practicing bands, but we are looking to change that at 
Bicester as well. What we need- YOU!  
 

 
 
If you are interested in becoming a part of an ensemble, please let a member of TMB staff know 
by e-mail or by signing up on the Bulletin Board at either studio.  
 
Below, you can read up on one of the Stratford based bands and what they have been up to, 
knowing that they are subject to change with new members being added.  

 
 

 

Soul 10- (which will be going through a name change), has been the longest running band group 

with TMB, even though members have changed through the years.  
 
George Burch currently plays Guitar and Bass, Christopher Wainwright is on keys- his brother Zackary has 
just joined on drums, Cameron Ames-Rook on guitar and Oli McClenaghan on drums also. Band photos 
soon!!! 
 
This group meets on a weekly basis, putting together songs that they choose together. Each of them brings 
something special to the table, introducing the other members of the band to music they have not heard 
before, becoming friends and learning how to work well together musically to achieve a result and all while 
having fun with friends!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Teacher news 
 
The Stratford Studio would like to welcome two new teachers to the teaching team!  
 

 
 

We are lucky to welcome a new Drummer, Ben Brannelly- who’s a recent Birmingham University 
graduate. He comes from a very musical family, which has helped to set him down his current path 
of teaching, performing, and composing. He has a very “individualistic” style in which he combines 
musicality as well as a general sense of feeling. He is used to performing for large crowds as well a 
studio work and has a great enthusiasm towards sharing music.  
 

 
We are also very happy to welcome a new singing teacher, Bradley Thornborough- Barlow. Having 
recently joined us from North Wales, Brad is a Baritone and has done a lot of work in the Choral 
world. He has been a choral director for many organizations and groups, working with musicians 
from all over the world.  Brad also has a passion for the contemporary genres and a very eclectic 
taste. We welcome you both to TMB. 

 



BOXFEST Highlights:  
 

Our annual party, BOXFEST was a real success this year. We made the decision to hold the party 
earlier in July this year, right before schools broke up for Summer Holiday, hoping that we could 
get more people to come and participate. This proved to work well, as we had a great turnout to 
the party.  
 

 
 
Having been held at our Stratford Studio, we set up our usual marquee and stage, but decided to 
run things a little different, logistically- which we feel kept the pace of the show running.  
 
We were very proud to see students of all ages and abilities get up on stage and perform for the 
group of us there to support. Teachers and family members all made comments about the great 
work that was put into preparing for Boxfest this year.  We even had a substantially larger number 
of participants than last year, and they ventured into more creative ways to present their 
musicianship.   
 
We cannot accurately express the joy that we feel when we see students opening up and sharing 
what they have learned. It is a difficult process and is scary for most people, but on that Sunday, 
everyone was there for the same reason, to simply enjoy music.  
 
Very special Thank you to all who were involved, the students for performing, the parents for 
enabling the students to get where they are, the teachers for their insight in lessons and 
preparation…… James (Doddy) Dodd for running sound and providing the PA, and to the admin 
team at TMB for organising the whole day.  
 
Oh, and we cannot forget ‘Taste of the Country’ for their AMAZING food and ‘North Cotswold 
Brewery’ for their very tasty Ale!  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE – OUR EMAIL CONTACTS 

Stratford studio is–stratford.studio@themuscialbox.co.uk 

Bicester studio is–bicester.studio@themusicalbox.co.uk 

School students – emma.doupe@themusicalbox.co.uk 

 

RECOMMEND US TO YOUR SCHOOL PLEASE…. 

 

BOTH TMB BICESTER AND TMB STRATFORD WOULD LIKE TO 
TEACH IN TWO MORE SCHOOLS IN THE AREA – IT COULD BE YOUR 

SCHOOL 

IF YOU CAN ARRANGE FOR US TO MEET YOUR HEAD 

TEACHER/ HEAD OF MUSIC THERE IS A FREE LESSON IN IT 

FOR YOU!!! (AND SOME EXTRA BISCUITS!!!) 

WE’D LOVE YOUR REFERALS – WORD OF MOUTH IS THE 

BEST WAY FORWARD!  

Thanks for the help xxx  

 

mailto:stratford.studio@themuscialbox.co.uk
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TMB Blogs: 

 
TMB publish a regular blog to help keep students and parents connected to what we feel would be 
useful information. They vary from technical blogs about how to use instruments, to funny blogs 
from some of our favourite famous artists, as well as upcoming musicians or events to look for. 
We also blog about exams, current affairs and less musical things (occasionally).  
 
We want to help our students reach out into the world of music to help them discover new things, 
new artists, new techniques. OUR BLOG is an aide for all students to use and learn from.  
 
TMB are always welcome to new ideas for blogs, or even material, should any of you be interested 
in offering up some!  
 
Our blogs are posted weekly on our website  http://www.themusicalbox.co.uk/blog 
 as well as to our social media outlets. (Facebook, Twitter, Google+)  
 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS AGAIN  
 

Please follow us on FB, TW, Google+ Strat, Google+ Bic 

 Our website - http://www.themusicalbox.co.uk/ 

 Our weekly blog - http://www.themusicalbox.co.uk/blog 

 Facebook - www.facebook.com/themusicalboxltd 

 Twitter - https://twitter.com/Musicalboxltd 

 Google+ - www.plus.google.com/+ThemusicalboxCoUk 

 Google+ -www.plus.google.com/+ThemusicalboxCoUkfritwell 

 YouTube - www.youtube.com/user/MusicalBoxltd 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

 OCTOBER 1st, Deadline for Rock School Entry for Grade Exams  

 OCTOBER 23rd- DECEMBER 15th: Exam Block Dates  

 DECEMBER 21st- JANUARY 3rd: Christmas Holiday Studio Close  

 

Please note - This Christmas we close from a Thursday- Wednesday. If you have 

questions about when to return to lessons, please get in touch. 
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